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1965F, 1965Q, 1966?, 



15 October 1966. 



"Spring 1909" 



19055* " . "Spring" 1966" 1965Q, 

ITALIANS PREPARE TO K^XI! 
BIG FRENCH" EASTWARD DRIVE j GEBfiANS 0UTE1»ANK AUSTRIA IN THE EAST 



ENGLAND (Peck) : A St,P S RUSSIAN A Mos J 
A Liv-War ' A Fin-Swe ; E Den-Bal ; 
E North Sea-Eng; E North Africa-Tun; 
F Wes S F North Africa~Tun 0 

FRANCE (Brannan) i A Ruh-Kie; A Bel-Hbl; j 
A Bre-PicJ A Par-Bur | A Por holds ; 
A Spa-Gas ? A Mar-Pie J A Tyr-Boh; 
A Sil-Rau 3 

ITALY (Koning) : F Tyr S TURKISH E Adr- 
Ion; A Rom-Tus; A Apu-Ven> A Tri-TyrJ { 
A Vie S A Tri-Tyr; A Nap holds, 

t 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY (von Metzke) : A Gre-Alb; j 
E Ion S ITALIAN ff Tyr-Tun, - i 

RUSSIA (D 0 Smith): A Gal-Ukr ; A Mos S 
A Gal-Ukr. 

TURKEY- ( Wells) ; $ A<5~~Ionj A Sef Budj , 

A Ukr; E Bla-ConJ E Aeg-Gtfe; A Bui 
S E Aeg~Gre Q 



Underlined moves are not possible. 
The Russian army in Galicia retreats to 
Silesiao The Austro-Hungarian fleet in 
the Ionian Sea must retreat to either 
Apulia, the Aegean Sea, or the Eastern 
Mediterranean,, The AuEtro-Hungarian 
player must send in this retreat with 
his "Fall 1908" moves 0 Other playera 
may make their "Fall 1908" mores contin- 
gent upon the ' direction of the Austrr- 
Bmgarian retreat* - The deadline for 
"Fall 1908" moves is NOOK . SATURDAY 29 
OCTOBER 196 6 o The deadline for "Mnter 
1908" moves is NOON, SATURDAY 5 Nf VjMBER 
19G6, 

VIENNA (11. May 1303) : The faltering 
Austrian regime, exiled from this city 
but still maintaining an underground gov- 
ernment in the sewage tunnels of tho Dan- 
ube, was strongly bolstered in recent 
days by the influx of a large sum of cur- 

( continued $n p„ 3) 



The -German.; build, in "mn.ter 1908 M 
was Incorrectly reported as "A Ber" in-r . 
stead of "A Kie" 0 Only Kiel had been 
open for a German build 0 

ENGLAND (Koning) : A Edi-St«p; E Norwegian 
Sea & E Bar 0 A Edi-St 0 p; A Mos-Ukr; 
A Liv-Mos; E Norway holds a 

FRANCE ( Whalsn) i A Por-Spa(s.c) ; AMar- 
Bur ; A Gas- Par, 

GERMANY ( J 0 Smythe) : A War- Gal; A Sil S 
A W&r- Gal; A Ber-Mun ; A Kie-Ruh; 
A Mun-Bur ; A Par-C^as ; a Bre S A Par- 
Gas; E Mid-^paCa^Co) ; E Eng-Mld; 
F North Sea-Eng , 

ITALY (Berman) : A Yen S GEEMAN A Mun-Tyr ; 
A Apu-Ronj E Nap-Ion ; F Tun -Ion, 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY (K„ Pat tee) : A Tri-Tyr; 
A Vie S A Tri-Tyr; A Sud-Tri ; F Adr 
S A Bud-Tri; A Gal-Sil, 



! TURKEY. (Kuch) : A Rum holds; F Con-BlaJ 
A Smy-Arm; F Alb-Gre; E Tyr-Tun ; 
F Ion S F Tyr-Tun. 



Underlined moves are not possible. 
The French army in Gascony is annihilate jt, 
and the Austro-Hungarian army in Galicia 
retreats by contingent order to Budapest* 
The deadline for "Fall 1909" moves is 
NOON, SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER 1966, The "dead- 
line for ""Winter 1903" moves is NOON,' SAT- 
! URDAY 5 NOVEMBER 1966 e 

MUNICH [?, June 1909): The German Cten- 
eral Staff recently received a directive 
from Eerlin ordering the German Armies 
East to ccmmeiice an invasion of Austria- 
Hongaryo Germany answer' tho Italian 
plea for assistance by attacking the 
Austro-Turkish axis; what has amazed this 
commentator is that Wilhelm would even 
think of aiding the Italians let 1 -\ 

(continued on p. 2) 



2 

196 6B "Spring 1904" 

DIL'Ji MONARCHY RECOVERS TRIESTE ; ENTIRE ITALIAN AMY IN I22IREAT - 



Until further notice, Ken Davidson's address is c/o Posto • Rest ante, Copen- 
hagen j Denmark, He will make his next permanent address known as soon as possible. 
Iho- Medicine Hat address is no longer valid. John McCallum has been authorized by 
the Gamesmaster to make moves for Davidson unless they ore superseded by Davidson^ 
own moves » Similarly,. Charles Turner is making Anders Swonson's moves while Swen- 
son is at Ft 0 0rd o 

ENGLAND (Davidson) : F Swe-Bal ; F North Sea S GEEMAN A Hol-.Bel ; F North Atlantic - 
Mid; F Eng S F North Atlantio^lid; F UIid-7cs; A St.p-Mos . 

FRANCE (Dygert) : A Bur-Ruh; A Eel S A Cur-Run; A Pic S A Eel J A Gas-SpaJ F Spa- 
Por; F Bre-Mid 0 

GERMANY (Turner; vice Swenson) : A War S ENGLISH A St 0 P-Mos; A Sil-MunJ A Kio-Ber; 
A Hol-Kic ; F Den-Kio ; A Mun-Bur P 

ITALY (Ward) : A Tyr S A Tri; A Tri S A Tyr ; A Ten-Pi oj F Ion-Tun ; F Nap^Tyr. 

AUS TRI A-HUNGARY (Cline) : F Alb-Tri; A Sor, A Vie, & A Bud S F Alb-Tri. 

RUSSIA (von Metzko) : F Bal-Don. 

TURJEY (Pournellc) : A Sov-Mos ; A Ukr S A Sov-Mos; ^ Rum-Gal; F Smy-Eas; F Aeg-Ion; 
F Adr S F Aeg-Iono 

Underlined moves arc not possible. The Italian army in Trieste retreats to 
Venice, The deadline for "Fall 1904" moves is NOON, SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER 1966. The 
d'-ac/linc for "Winter 1904" moves is NOON, SATURDAY 5 NOVEMBER 1966. 

ROME: The Government of Tribune Romulus Rcogani today announced the signing of 
a treaty of mutual trade and assistance with Austria at Fiume 0 Under its terms the 
Italians are to continue to occupy Trieste for one year to pay occupation costs and 
then return it to Austria control,, Tho Austrians in turn have signed a mutual as- 
sistance pact covering the Mediterranean area 3 

PALACE -OF THE GOLDEN HORN (April 1904): Austria-Hungary having ma&c restitu- 
tion for her troaoherous attack on Turkish territories, the war has boon ended with 
honor on both sides. The new government of Austria has pledged friendship to the 
Turkish people, and the Sultan has entered a similar agreement with Vienna. 

Meanwhile, the Fleets of the Faithful press ever westwards to avongo tho at- 
tacl : ^lade by Italy on Turkish naval forces . 

TRIESTE: The American consul in Trieste, Fiorollo H. LaGuardia, informally 
gave reporters his reaction to the Austro -Italian treaty signed in Fiune. . Looking 
about at tho destruction caused during tho Austrian ro-occupation of the port city, 
ho said ; "Imagine what they would have done if they'd boon at war?" 

1965Q (continued from p. 1) 

alono coming to their assistance. But such is the way of the Germans. They will 
honor a pledge even should the other break their vofs 0 Tftiat will the Italians do 
now that they hr.vc a staunch ally? If they ore true to form, they will no doubt 
attack Germany. 

BERLIN (TOrkische Presso-Dictjst) : We will fight to tho last Italian to keep 
Europe puroS 

CONSTANTINOPLE; Admiral All was fired today (at a passing Italian ship) for 
deciding between "F Tyr-Iun" and "F Ion-Tun" by the toss of a coin. 

MARSEILLES: If the Kaiser doesn T t cease his senseless attack on the French Re- 
public we will pull the stopper from the drain of the Atlantic Ocean and, thereby, 
strand his entire fleet in drydock. 



roncy, all in solid monies, obtained through several means 0 A run of excellent 
luck on the Bcaueouillon roulottp tables, the sale of thirty squaro kilometres of 
land to -the new /jnorioan-run "Pleasuroland" in Liechtenstein (not, as. the none sug- 
gests, on adjunct of Disneyland) , and a very advantageous sum accrued fron the leas- 
ing (for 99-ycar periods with options to rcnow) of the Emporor's thirty-six mis- 
, t^ ss es to that same Liechtenstein "Victual Valley", ac ono crudo minister was heard 
.o have put it., combine to p^aco the Austrian sub-nation in its best financial stato 
since the beginning of the war* 

Although military operations will probably bo curtailed after tho.prosent yoar,- 
subversion and intimidation of tho shaky enemies continues. Meanwhile, several 
well-placed bets on tho Dodgers threaten to raiso tho capabilities of tho Habsbura ' 
underground oven highor 0 

Qmm CASINO, BSAUCOUILLON [Ik May 1908); Count Avino 3 the "gray eminence" of 
tne tiny Grand Duchy of Boaucou.lllon, today confirmod rumors that tho tottoring 
Aus-jro~Hungarion government had non 15,000 ducats Q t rouletto in tho Grand Ducal 
Bourse, "This was, of course., immediately reflecting in a fall in iho odds against 
Austria-Hungary in tho war ; <' .. 3 told. reporters 0 "Since word got around Bcaueouillon 
01 this coup, tho Austro-Hungarian odds fell frcm 75-1 to 74-1, « 

BR2MJ {30 May 1908) ; General Count. Oblcwoff , commander of tho Russian Third 
Amy, today made a triumphal entry. into this Silosian.city at the head of the army' 
whicn he has commanded for . tho past five months 0 The Count, a tall, handsome, ex- 
pansive man, told the worried citizens of Broslau that they had nothing to foar 

£ rQ ?.?. is Q T^ ct ? rl ? us n f^y- the fr02e * ™*tes of Grlicia we have marched into 

tortile Silesia to liberate, you from the yoke of the German Satire." 

'Tho German Bnpirc collapsed throe years agoS" someone shouted from the orova. 
Proa tho exactions of the Italian invaders, then 0 " 
"The Italians, ran for the border years ago!" 
.V Would you believe Liechtenstein?" 

"Liechtenstein has been bought by a rich American and converted into a military 
- er - house of discretion" ay 

"It has? Fellow me, my gallant warriors J On to Liechtenstein!" 
fod-v^fJ? G *f® Q 'x ( 31 May 1908) * Prince Pivo, 'the Italian /embassador, 

tod.y denounced a deal whereby the Austro -Hungarian underground government sold 30 

° f AuStrian territory to Liechtenstein, "Since, in point of fact, 
tZfZJf* occupation of the Tyrolian region, this alleged sale is null 

and void and of no force and effect," 

Z B fSr, S tod J^W 4 of a smell Austria* border region to lioch- 

: Z ntiC *° n ' Ja f per „^ 0 ' Liechtenstein's net, a,nor, issued on ultimate to 
.ho Itrlian government. "TTnloss tho government in Rene repudiates Prince PivCs 
statement," said the wealthy imcrican. ijabessador to Beaueouillon, "access to the 
•Si!'f °^ Lieo fr tein DU1 tS ° Ut 0ff to Itolian troops three staff 

%f f° °^ berS ° f the f ° mer 1-iochtonstoin government, wiS enforce 
to *n \ U n MnS nGr '' *? 1 0noe had th0 S ^ Q trouble t ;hen they tried 

of the L^oTnTT **** but af uel 1 forMd ^ Ma^aes to admit mLbors 

oi the Board of Aldcm n 3 tno pressure went off fas J V 

his sSTS Bf>CC™ (6 Jims 1908): Prince Pivo today fondly retracted 
tlve of ?he .7 ! rr nt ^^o-Idoch- aastoto Treaty "No representa- 
i *he Italian government," he said, "trould wish to do anything to lorer the 

H^^T \ Sia0 ° th ° ot netx terrltor^m the 

V^.-LISCIWESW {9 July 19C8): Jasper Pike today announced a recruiting ' 

• KSt ObWof? 0 " TlTf^l? ^ Calpal8n ™" ^ ofter ™ d re-hed nfre 
•^T ^in f a f nS th ° HuSSiQn Third ^ to w»* Liechtenstein to P ar- 

^ ^ arms<33ents ' "This trill unquestionably be tho greatest crisis I 
have over faced in my years of experience in this business," sold pie! "Soff 



is a man of formidable capacity, and at the head of cm entire Russian army lie will 
certainly strain Liechtenstein ; s capacities 0 " 

"Capacities |" exclaimed Oountess Rubilovsky, Pike's chief Madame. . "Is that 
what they<re calling then nowadays?" 

GRANDE CASINO, KEAUCOUIILON (19 July 1908): For several-years Henry Piko, 
nephew of American Ambassador Jasper Pike, has headed the American Sports and 
Gomes, division of the Grand Eucal Bourse 0 Thi^- has been an undemanding position, 
as. most of the aristocratic clientele of Bcauccuillon seems such ploboicn Anorioan 
amusements as the crap tables and the betting lines en basebollo ' 

Not? all that Is changed. "The Austro -Hungarian underground government bet its 
15,000 ducats of roulette winnings on the Brooklyn Dodgers*" Henry pike explained, 
"The Dodgers haven ? t won a championship since ,1900 , and haven't finished in the 
first division since 1902 o Last year they were fifth, and this year they're even 
worse c They ? ve hit more grounders from Tinker to !Evers to Chance than any other 
team in the National League 0 " 

• VADUZ, LIECHTENSTEIN (31 July 19f)8) : Jasper Pike and Countess Rubilovsky ex- 
pressed pleasure at the response for their calls for recruits to meet the threat of 
the expected Russian invasion;. "Particularly gratifying has been the response from 
• Beaucouillon," said the Countess, .laying aside-a small cigar with a suspicious 
odor 9 "This ought to dispel those rumors that I left Beaucouillon on bad terms 
with dear Cosimo c why, his own sister, Princess Sonia, has volunteered to help us 
outo So have Lady Hotthum, the Duchess of Ischitbay, Lady Czorny, and other mem- 
bers of the Beaucouillon diplomatic corps 0 " 

At that moment Pike rished in, waving a telegram,, "We've got another volun- 
teer from BeaucouillonJ " he shouted,, "Do you remember .Maggie Choates?" 

"You mean that Hollywood star who's on her way there to marry Cosimo?" 
"Yes c Well, owing to the war., hor travel agency routed her through Liechten- 
stein,, She'll be arriving in a couple of days* And she says she particularly 
wonts to meet the famous Count Oblowoff 2" 

NYC ON III - m GOT IT; 

At the 24th World Science-Pi ct ion Convention, held in 6leveland last Labor Day 
woekend, a group of New York s-f fans succeeded in getting the next worldCon for 
New Yorko The NYCon III will bo held at the New York Hilton next Labor Day week- 
ends Plans are going forward in good order for the banquet, the masked dance, the 
panels, and our guest of honor, Lester del Rey r 

Registrations arc now being taken for the NYCon III 0 The registration fee is 
$2... 00, and entitles members to vote on the Hugo awards* In addition, there will be 
an attendance fee of ^' ^00 for those members who attend the convention* Registra- 
tions are being accepted now; fees should be mailed to the 25th World Science Fic- 
tion Convention, P. 0. Box 367, G-racie Square Station, New York, N. Y« 10028. 
Checks, should bo made out either to the Convention or to its treasurer., John Board- 
monj Registrations may also be mailed directly to the treasurer. 

The first progress report on the NY£on III will be mailed out on the beginning 
of November,. Membership cords will also shortly be available Get your registra- 
tion in nowo 



GRxJJSTARK; the oldost bulletin of postal Diplomacy, is publishod by John 
Boardman, 592 16th Street, Brooklyn, N. Yo 11218, U. S. A. Subscriptions ore 10 
issues for 4p. o 00<> The following back issues ore available at 10^ each: 44, 46 , 48, 
50-53, 57, 58, 64, 66, 67, 71, 72, 74-91, 93, 94, 101-105. Issue #100, an espe- 
cially large issue which includes rules, rosters, and records of postal Diplomacy, 
is available for 25^. 

A clearinghouse for back issues of postal Diplomacy bulletins is operated by 
John McCallum, "A" Quarters 3 S e E* S., "Rrlston, ALberta, Canada* Contact him %t. 
you want to buy, sell* or trade back issues. 
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THE ADOTTDHES OF SECRET AGENT 0-O-HA.TE 
Chapter XLII 

"Are you sure this is the way to start a counter-r evolution?" asked Sir Har- 
ley Davidson of Canadian Intelligence. He looked dubiously around the shabby 
little office below street level on St. Mark's Place, an the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan. 

"Certainly," replied Secret Agent O-0-Hate, who in private life is Clark Gun- 
sel, mild-mannered comic book collector from Bugle, Pennsylvania* "Any kind of 
far-out political movement will receive a hearing here. "For example, that button 
shop' next door likes to show off its eclecticism by selling buttons advocating 
all kinds of patriotic slogans. They have T Bomb Hanoi T , 'Bomb Peiping' , and my 
favorite - 'Kill a Commie for Christ',," 

"All right," shrugged the Canadian. "But it seems an unlikely place to re- 
cruit counter-revolutionaries against the 1776 National Liberation Front. I would 
have gone to Park Avenue or Wall Street^ where people appreciate the Talue of an 
ideology which keeps the commoners in their place 0 " 

"They will join us once victory seems likely," O-0-Eate repliedo "I antici- 
pate a sizable income from people who want to purchase titles of nobility when the 
monarchy is restored. But, according to all our best authorities on civil unrest 
and revolution, ' a revolution begins when a small handful. of intellectuals begin to 
question the assumptions on which their society is founded. There is no such 
thing as a legitimate grievance against our Wajr of Life, but only these malcon- 
tents persuading people that 'they are oppressed. Fy the Principle of Reversal, the 
counter-revolution against revolutionary republicanism and 'towards the time-hal- 
lowed doctrine of Absolute Monarchy must follow the same route c And where will you 
find more malcontented intellecuals than on St. Mark's Pla'je?" 

Just then 'a shaggy areature of indeterminate sex entered the office. Ho 
looked up at the huge banner which read "SORM - Society Committed to the Restora- 
tion of Absolute Monarchy" and below it a quotation which O-0-Hate had selected 
from his immense library. as appropriate to the spirit of their enterprise: 

'-"I could not but speculate upon the moral effects upon his troops of a sover- 
eign's presence in the midst of battle. All else being equal in war between the 
troops of a republic and an cmpiro, could not this exhiliratcd nontal state, 
amounting almost to hysteria on the part of the imperial troops, weigh heavily 
against the soldiers of a president?" - Edgar Rice Burroughs. 
.. "You guys taking applications?" their visitor askedo 
"Applications - for what?" O-0-Hate said, surprised. 

"Why, f>r king, man! You have an absolute monarchy; who *s gonna bo your 
king?" : , 

^O-0-Hatc and. Sir Harley looked at each other, "I knew uo forgot somethingl" 

0-0 -Hate exclaimed. 

f. . • 

(Who will- bo the king if SCRiM succeeds? Can 0-0-Hato recruit royalists in 
the East Village? Follow the further adventuros of 0-0-Hate in GRAUSTARK.) 



THE SHAPE OF GRAUSTARKS TO COME 

Since GRAUSTARK took on games 196 5F and 1966B two weeks ago, it has been on a 
weekly schedule. This, for a number of reasons, cannot be continued for too long. 
Therefore,. -players in 1965F, 1965Q,, and 1966B should note that their next "Winter" 
moves are duo only one week after the "Fall" moves which are now coming up. Dead- 
lines, for indicated moves of the six GRAUSTARK games are: 

• #107 (22 Octooer 1966): 1966Q, (Spring 1910), 1966R (winter 1904), 1966AA 
(Spring 1904). 

#108 (29 October 1966): 1965F (Fall 1908), 1965Q, (Fall 1909), 1966B (Fall 
1905) . 



#109 (5 November 1966): 196 5E (Wintor 1908), 1965Q, ( Winter 1909), 1966B 
(Winter 1905), 1966Q (Fell 1910), 1966R (Spring 1905), 1966AA (Fall 1904), 

#110 (19 November 1966); 1965E (Spring 1909), 1965Q (Spring 1910), '1966B 
(Spring 1906), 1966Q (winter 1910)., 1966R (Pall 1905), 1966AA (Winter 1904). 

Ercm here on, GRAUSTARK Fill revert to its fortnightly schedule. All dead- 
lines are on NOON, Eastern Time, of the indicated date a 

''STAND-BY PLAYERS 

Each postal Diplomacy, game in CRAUSTARK now has two stand-by players. If one 
of the regular players misses his move, .the first stand-by will send in a move for- 
that country on the next turn 0 If the original player misses that move as well* 
the move submitted by the stand-by will bo accepted, and ho will take over the play 
of that "country.* If this happens > the second stand-by moves up to become first 
stand-byo Stand-bys -aros 

1965E: James Sanders, Apt 0 5W 5 149 Wo 108th St 0 } New York, N. Y 0 10025 

Eugene Prosnitz, 300 Clinton St c? Brooklyn; N, Y 0 11201 
1965Q,; James Latimer, Austin Centre, Boom 223, Merrimack 0 allege, North 
Andovor, Mass 0 01845 

James Sanders, Apt a 5W, 149 Wo 108th St., New York, N. Y« 10025 
„1966B: James Sanders, Apt 0 5W, 149 W„ 108th St CJ ' New York, N. Yo 10025 

Eugene Prosnitz, 200 Clinton St 0 , Brooklyn, N. Y 0 11201 
1966Q,: Conrad von Metzke, 5327 Hilltop Dr 0 , San Diego, .Calif, 92114 

. .Michael Yaughn, 390 First Ave 0 , New York, N. Y. ' 10010 
1966R; James Sanders, Apt c 5W S 149 % 108th St „, New York, N, Y, 10025 

• Eugene Prosnitz, 200 Clinton St 0 , Brooklyn, N* Y 0 11201 
1966AA; Charles Turner, 843 Santa Ee Ave 0 y Albany, Calif » 

James Sanders., Apt c 5W, 149 Wo 108th St. , New York, N. Y„ 10025 

MARXISM IN GRAUSTARK 

^Merged with GRAUSTARK is ERED0NIA, a former Diplomacy -zine which carried re- 
ports on 19545. during its progress,, Like most postal Diplomacy T zines, EREDONIA , 
was named after a mythical nation - in this case the central European .republic in 
which the Marx B3 : ^hers cavorted in their 1933 picture Duck. Soup , A brief account 
of this film appeared in GRAUSTARK! #100* Now, thanks to a new book to which Mike . 
Aita referred mo, I am able to correct and rmplif y." tb« ■? account. The book is The 
Marx brothers - Their world of Co medy, a paperback by Allen Eyles,. 

Eyles regards Duck Sou p as the best' of their films; "It represents tlie only 
occasion that tho team were guided by a director with a real genius for comedy: 
Loo M.cCaroy 0 . o ( and) the only Marx film to have a completely mythical background: a 
postage-stamp republic called Erecdonia 0 " It is not the earliest film in which "the 
Marxos appear with Margaret Dumont: it is simply the earliest such film which I had 
scene Groucho, on the center of the stage ("It might seem too absurd if G r oucho 
were Pre ..L dent of the U. S e AoJ - there is no difficulty in accepting him as -the lea- 
der of a mythical country,,") manages to start a war between Ereedonia and neighbor- 
ing Sylvania despite a desire for peace on the part of both countries - a satire on 
the grim business of real-life diplomacy and what Co aright Mills callod "crackpot 
realism" o The Sylvanion Ambassador Trontino is played by Louis Oalhearn; though 
not wishing war, he is trying to bend Groucho to his will by means of a beautiful 
female spy playod by Raquel Torres D ' In the end of the film, Trentino is taken 
prisoner by. tho four Moracoa and subjected to a firing. squad of ripe apples, 

Eyles describes the mirror scene as one of many in the Marx brothers films 
xThich raise a crisis of identity^ Mockery of pomposity, and crises of identity, 
are the dominant themes of the films 0 Eyles oven compares . Groucho »s con-man tech- 
nique to that of tho late Joseph McCarthy, pointing out in an aside that two . 
of McCarthy's sidekicks, frban P c Van Sustoren and Otis Oomillion, sound'like ' 
thoy might be names taken by Groucho Marx in his film roles?. 



TEE DIPLOMATIC POUCH 



• .CONRAD VON MFTZKE, 5327 Hilltop . 3r 0J San Diego, C>alif 0 92114: To John 
Rcinor: I am quite pleased to see your objective attitude on tho International Dip- 
lomacy Federation* Personally, I think many of your points wore 

valid,- but the whole question is rather moot now that the rati- This is 
float ion has failed. 

To James Wright: is usual, your hilarious letter pointed cut 0 At 

that you really don't understand what the IIS 1 was trying to do. p Great 

Maybe it's just as well - if ue had to have opposition, tho best E Interval 

kind is that which says nothing and yet fills up all the available R This 

spGC0 - A Appears 

T ' To 

POD WALKER, FV 3 129 356, TUSLOC- Det c #183, APO New York, x T7vP1?JTin 

N« Y. 09254: I am very glad that you are going to curtail political 0 
discussions in GRAUSTaRKo - While they are very interesting, people ^ j^ rvcs 
tend to get bitter, about then, because they tend to believe that 
what they think is reality is, in truth, what-s happeningo In poli- n 
tics t particularly, that is a very foolifh belief 0 Furthermore, 
most discussion on the subject, say, of riotnam 0 <> a arc neither sober nor very ra- 
tienal* And oven those who arc best informed on tho subject are by no moons unani- 

. mous in thoir opinions 0 You have ' meticulously printed both sides; but the rosult 
has more often been an ovil-tenpored shouting natch than anything which I would 
care to label a "discussion" 0 I have not noticed that a pooling of mutual ignor- 
ance tends to produce any onllghtenmonto 

. . $hat is Jones wight's problem? From the way he's reacted to the IDF you'd 
think -it was the antichrist or something;, He*s gotten so worked up over it that 
any day, now, I expect a revelation that the IDF is part of tho ICC (international 
Conformist conspiracy) (International Catholic Clique) (International Cogwheel 
Club) (something) or maybe personally recommended by B c L» Zcbub, Esq., hinsolfo 
However, all" "this heat and angry notion is caused bocauso, in his opinion, tho 
thing is unnocessary 0 So are coffee, electricity; and western civilization - wo 
could live without those, too„ However, being ..unnecessary is no great evil, and. I 
really wish that ho would provide a more lucid discussion than previously-, since 
I'm sure he's capable of it'. No one was ever harried by a little, constructive, ra- 
tional criticism. 

I "ant, however, to second very loudly Mr c Wright *s observations about rating 
systems. I liked the idea at first, but his arguncnt concerning gang-ups is a good 
one, Thore arc people in Diplomacy whoso ninds work in that fashion, unfortunate* 
ly, so that propositions that run "let's got so-and-so because he wins a lot" are 
not uncommon in this gamc 0 I wish it were otherwise, because I, personally, play 
for the fun of it rather than to sot any new and startling recordo In fact, a rat- 
ing system is unfair to all players because it becomes an additional oloment in tho 
conduct of the game. 

In any ovont, I doubt that a rating system could bo developed which could be 
completely fair to all persons, and there would be a tendency to "play for tho rec- 
ord", which I would find most contrary to tho spirit of tho game. 

I did, by the way, work on a system which might be a pretty fair one - it took 
your contor-yoors and divided by the total number of years, then added in bonus 
points, similar to Roinscl's system, for winning r staying in until tho end, staying 
in more than 10 years, and (a negative score) for being eliminated within tho first 
fivo years. It proved to bo so complicated I gavo up tho idea*, 

JiJMES LATIMER, Austin Centre, Room 223, Merrimack College, North And over, 
Mass. 01845: I hope you're going to stop "0-0-Hate" o Your ((sic)) getting your 
licks in without giving other people a rcouttalo Your mag, I can only ask you to 
do this. .': 

((The political discussions are out of the letter-column, but the Adventures 
of Secret Agent O-0-Hato stay* They are no more out of place in GRAIBTARK than are 
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Rod milker's hilarious- "Chronicles of req-Lav" in Srohwon - whoso publication, in- 
cidentally, is nor; being rosunod 0 If newspapers with circulations in the hundreds 
of thousands can speak critically about "Viotniks" and "peaceniks" , then there can 
be nothing wrong in satirizing the activities of a gang of war queers in the pages 
of a journal whoso circulation is about 70. Anyone who^ feels ho is being unjustly 
satirized can always respond in the pages of his om -zinc,)) 

• • THEN, SOME PEOPLE PLAY DIPLOMACY OVER THE BaJSD. . . 

And f.^r those who do, a group of Diplomacy players meets regularly at the 
heno of Eugene Prosnitz, 200 Clinton St 9J Brcoklyr, N. Y. 11201. Any Diplomacy fan 
in greater New York who would like to join these sessions is invited to telephone 
Gone at UL 5-0C89 and ask for details. 

Earl Thompson announces that there will be' a Diplomacy tournament held a-t the 
20th WcsterCon, a regional gathering of science-fiction fans which # 11 be held on 
Fourth of July weekend next year in Lc3 Angeles 0 Convention membership is $2.00 
from Earl Thompson, Apt. #2, 128 S c E-.riposa Avc c , Los ,jigcles, C G lif. 90004. The 
convention will toko place on 1-4 July 1967 at the Sheraton West. One rocm of the 
hotel will be devotod io the Diplomacy tournament, for which there will bo a slight 
additional games fee. Dan Aiders on will be Gamesmaster, and will publish the tour- 
ney games for later distribution to the participants,, " 

* 

. For postal Diplomacy players, a new "bulletin is cut: Qorsair , published by 
Bob Speed, 1610 Johnston St., Richland, -fasho 99352, The progress of postal Diplo- 
macy game 1966AW (see GRAUSTARK #104 for roster) .is recounted in it. Speed is 
charging 5$ a copy to local Diplomacy players;-' if you subscribe, better make it lOc' 
a copy. 

Charles Alexander, Apt. #i, 714 Eo University, 41m Arbor, Mich. 48103, has an- 
nounced the founding of Diplomacy variants beginning in the Italy of 1500, and in 
the Europe of 1650. They will be run by letter; interested persons should contact 
him. His f eo for map and rules is 25^ 0 

Leonard fcarland, 4075 3rd iivo. , Son Diego, Calif. 92103 has sent out a flier 
prorioting a political game comparable to Charles Wells's rarloment. Details on 
request© 
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